38 THE HISTORY OF THE BYZANTINE EMPIRE
Constantinople 'but a brilliant sovereign fallen in prestige
and splendid in externals, ceaselessly squabbling monks,
and foreigners exploiting the riches of the State'.1 And the
situation was all the more tragic and lamentable since to
external dangers were added internal difficulties—political,
religious, social, and economic—which were, in fact, insur-
mountable.
Michael VIII Palaeologus made a heroic effort to put
things to rights, but by his surrender to the Papacy he did
but awake the bitter opposition of his own subjects.
From the day of his accession Michael VIII had shown
his intention of reconquering from the Greeks as well as
from the Latins the provinces that had been taken from the
Empire. He forced the prince of Achaia, who had fallen
into his hands at the battle of Pelagonia, to cede to him, as
the price of his freedom, the three strongholds of Monem-
vasia, Mistra, and Maina, and thus he regained a footing in
Prankish Morea (at the end of 1261). He seized Janina
from the Epirots (1264); he recovered from the Bulgarians
Mesembria, Anchialus, Philippopolis, and Stenimachus,
while, to ensure the defence of the northern frontier, a
march of Adrianople was created. The Emperor reoccupied
several of the islands of the Archipelago belonging to the
Venetians; he repressed the insolence of the Genoese whom
he forced to leave Constantinople and settle in Heraclea,
At the same time, very skilfully, by a whole series of family
alliances, he brought into subordination to Byzantium the
sovereigns of Bulgaria and Epirus, and even the powerful
Tartar Khan Nogai, whose support he secured by giving to
him in marriage his natural daughter Maria. A little later
(1272) he once more placed the Bulgarian and Serbian
Churches under the authority of a Greek prelate. These
were great successes, and already at Constantinople the
moment was foreseen when the despotat of Epirus—still
regarded as part and parcel of the Roman Empire—should
be recovered in its entirety.
But very soon Michael VIII came into collision with the
hostility of the West. The Papacy and Venice had in fact by
no means abandoned the hope of restoring the Latin Empire,
1 lorga, op. cit., vol. iii, p. 157.

